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THE BANNER OF CHE

The only path to the final defeat of imperialism and the building of
socialism is revolutionary war. Revolution is the most powerlul resource of
the people. To wait, to not prepare people for the fighi, 18 to seriously
mislead about what kind of fierce struggle lies ahead.

Revolutionary war will be complicated and protracted. It includes
mass struggle and clandestine struggle, peaceful and violeni, political and
economic, cultural and military, where all forms are developed in harmony
with the armed struggle.

Without mass struggle there can be no revolution.

Without armed struggle there can be no victory,

it will not be immediate, for the enemv 15 entrenched and
intractable, It will require lengthy, deliberate political and armed struggte
lo build the organized power of the people and {0 wear away at the power of
the epemy, Many people have given their lives in this siruggic and many
more will have to. Paradoxically, this protracted strugele is the shortest and
leasl costly road to revolution,

We are al an early stage, going from small to large. The muss armed
capability which will deatrcu} the enemy has its hf*gmmngb in armed action.
It matures unevenly, with setbacks and at great cost. It will not spring
tull-blown on the scene at the magical moment of insurrection. We cannot

leave the organizing and preparation for armed struggle to some more perfect
Iiture time, It would be suicidal. There iz no predetermined model for
revolution —we are always figuring it out. But for some, armed struggle is
always too soon, although it is underway here and around the world.

We made the choice to become a guerritla organization at a time
when the Vietnamese were fighting a heroic people’s war, defeating halt a
mithon US troops and the most technologically advanced military power. In
I 0wl hﬂﬂ‘}ihphﬁrﬂ Che Guevara urged that we “create two, three, many
Vietnams,” to destroy US imperialism by cutting it off in the Th ird W nr}d
tentacle by tentacle, and opening another front within the US itzelf, .
home, the struggle and insurrection of the Black liberation mm-'{tmﬁnt
heightened our commitment to fight alongside the determined enemies of
the empire,

This defined our international responsibibity and our duty as while
revolulionaries inside the oppressor nation. We are part of a wave of
revolulion sparked by the Black hiberation struggle, by the death of Che in
Bolivia in 1967, and by people’s war in Viefnam, This period forged our
belief in the revolutionary necessity of clandestine organization and armed
slruggle,

WHY IS REVOLUTION NECESSARY

Revolution 18 a fight by the people for power. It is a changing of
power In which existing social and economic relations are turned upside
down, It s a fight for who run things, in particular, for control hy Lhe
people of whal we communists call the means of production —the means by
which people eat, work, protect themselves from the eold and the rain, get
around, ratse chitdren and build.
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I. ARM THE SPIRIT

That is good, bhecause revolutionary spirit must always
be present, revolutionary spirit must reveal itself. We must
arm our spiril, When the spirit is armed, the people are strong,

Fidel Castro
Santiago, Chile
November 29, 1971

The unique and fundamental condition of this titne is the decline of
US imperialism. Our society ig in social and economic crisig and assumptions
about the USRS are turned on their heads. These arc hard conditions to live
through. But they are favorablie for the people and for revolution.

These conditions of constant change demand the weapon of theory.
Like people everywhere, we are analvzing how (o bring to life the potential
forces which can destrov 1S imperialiam.

We are a guerrilla organization. We are communist women and men,
underground in the United States for more than four years., We are deeply
affected by the historic events of our time In the struggle against US
imperialism.

Our intention is to disrupt the empire . . | to incapacilate it, to put
pressure on the cracks, to make it hard to carryv out its bloody functioning
against the people of the world, to join the world struggle, to attfack from
the inside.

Our intention 18 to engage the cnemy ... to wear away at him, to
harass him, to isolate him, to expose every weakuess, to pounce, to reveal his
vitlnerability.

Our intention iz {o encourage the people ... to provoke leaps in
confidence and consciousness, to stir the unagination, 1o popularize power,
to agitate, to organize, to join in every way possible the people’s day-to-day
struggles. -
QOur intentiorn is to forge an underground . . . a clandestine political
organizalion engaged in every form of gtruggle, protected from the eyes and
weapons of the state, a base against repression, to accumulate lessons,
experience and conslant practice, a base from which to altack.
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May 9, 1974

Sisters and brothers,

Here is PRAIRIE FIRE, our political ideology —a strategy for
anti-imperialism and revolution inside the imperial US. It comes out of our
own practice of the last five years and reflects a diversity of experiences.
This paper is not the product of one or two people, nor even a small handful
of us. Rather PRAIRIE FIRE represents the politics and collective efforts of
an organization. It has been the focus of our study groups and our political
education. It has been chewed on and shaped in countless conversations,
struggles and wrilten pages. It has travelled around the country, growing,
developing thru the attempt to understand the shape of world forces and the
revolutionary possibilities before us, The paper was rewritten four times and
collectively adopted as the political statement of the Weather Underground.
The twelve-month process of writing PRAIRIE FIRE, squeezed between
on-going work and practice and action, has now reached a kind of end-point.
A eycle is done.

We undertook this analysis to explain the changes in US and world
conditions since the Vietnam ceasefire and to evaluate the consequences of
the Vietnamese victory. We have come some distance in evaluating the
political situation, the prioriies for revolutionary work since we began this
writing, Now many more revoluitonaries will need to shape and change the
paper. The politics cannot be realized unless and until the content of the
program 1g activated in thousands of situations, among thousands of people
in the coming period, PRAIRIE FIRE will be a growing thing.

We hope the paper opens a dialectic among those in the mass and
clandestine movements; we hope people will take PRAIRIE FIRE as
seriously as we do, study the content and write and publish their views of
the paper as well as their analysis of their own practice. We will respond as
best we can,

Our movement urgently needs a conerete analysis of the particular
conditions of our time and place, We need strategy. We need to battle for a
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correct ideology and win people over. In this way we create the conditions
for the development of a successtul revolutionary movement and party. We
need a revolutionary communist party in order to lead the struggle, give
coherenice and direction to the fight, seize power and build the new society.
Getting from here to there is a process of coming together in a disciplined
way around ideology and strategy, developing an analysis of our real
conditions, mobilizing a base among the US people, building principled
relationships to Third World struggle, and accumulating practice in struggle
against US imperialism,

PRAIRIE FIRE is written to communisi-minded peaple,
tndependent organizers and anti-imperialists; those who carry the traditions
and lessons of the struggles of the last decade, those who join in the struggles
of today. PRAIRIE FIRE is written to all sisters and brothers who are
engaged in armed struggle against the enemy. It is written to prisoners,
women's groups, collectives, study groups, workers’ organizing committees,
communes, Gl organizers, consciousness-raising groups, veterans, community
oroups and revolutionaries of all kinds; to all who will read, eriticize and
bring its content to life in practice. It is written as an argument against those
who oppose action and hold back the struggle.

PRAIRIE FIRE is based on a belief that the duty of a revolutionary
18 to make the revolution. This is not an abstraction.. It means that
revolutionaries must make a profound commitment to the future of
humanity, apply our himited knowledge and experience to understand an
ever-changing situation, organize the masses of people and build the fight. It
means that struggle and risk and hard work and adversity will become a way of
life, that the only certainty will be constant change, that the only
possibilities are victory or death.

We have only begun. At this time, the unity and consolidation of
anti-imperialist forces around a revolutionary program is an urgent and
pressing strategic necessity. PRAIRIE FIRE is offered as a contribution to
this unity of action and purpose. Now it is in your hands.

for the Weather Underground

Bernardine Dohrn
Billy Ayers
Jeff Jones

(elia Sojourn
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Prairic Fire Distribating Commitice

Jujy, 18/4

This edition of Prairie Fire is published and copyrighted by Communications
Co. i response to a written request from the aunthors of the contenis.

We have attempied to prodace a veadable pocker size book at & reazonable
cost. We are printing as many as fast as hmited resources allow.

Ve hope thal neople urterested i Revoluhonary Wdeas and events will make
We hope thal peopl t fed m Kevol y id 3! t 1
more and betier edinons posstble in ihe future. (And that this edition w1l 3 1o
at feast somic exient the reqguest made by tis anthors.)

PO Box 411 Communications Co.
Times Plaze Sta, PO Box 40614, Sta., ©
Brooklyn, New York San Franciseo, Ca.
P1217 B3 10

(Quantiy rales upon request 10 Peoples’ Bookstores and Commurnity organiza-
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